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Study Guide Author

Carol Clark has retired from a career of teaching ¢ @ and junior high school

language arts. Her passions include helping ki#ls | aching great literature, and
encouraging children to grow in their relationsljp Wgtesus Christ.

Mrs. Clark earned her B.A. in E 's@lon at Bloomfield College and her
M.Ed. in elementary and early childifood on at the University of Toledo. Her
ian readlng, g, and playing with her

favorite activities include playing th
three grandsons. She serves as coordinat

of chlldr y for presc and ele-
mentary children in her local ¢ nd is involv ach mlmstr%e poor
of Toledo, Ohio. In addltlo oom teach@ Clarlgha e® as secre-
tary and editor to som ost creati s in th X ates and has
edited for two maga a technical Jo ! She has & hed interviews
and feature art1cl®a agazme 6
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Note to Instructor

How to Use Progeny Press Study Guides. Progen$ @udy guides are designed
@ getting them to notice and

understand how authors craft their stories and Whem how to think through the
themes and ideas introduced in the storjgs. @erly work through a Progeny Press
study guide, students should have easffacc

(we use NIV translation, but that is

to help students better understand and enjoy liera

good dictionary, a thesaurus, a Bible

r preferengggjust be aware of some dif-
cal Bibl %dance Supe access

ferences in language), and sometimes a t
to the Internet also can be elp imes, as can f encyclo DE
Most middle grades a chool stud ake fr(gn o ¥en weeks

eek.
students comp read the ngye
ctivity cle@sen by the parent

to complete, generally on one se rs, we have
found that it works

also working on a

1rst Week, while

er. Starting the sec-

ond week, most o work on one study
guide page

and te h ound it
i r ntil the ‘ ctlons a ed. Students should be
allowedl to te questjons by Wferring to th & any questions require some

cross-référendd between ele ts of the storlesx
M85study u1d an O@rv n that can be used as a final test,

or it can be comple same ter sections were completed. If you
wish to perfor t but your study guide does not have an Overview
section, we suggestquicking a couple stions from each section of the study guide

and using them as your final te

Most study guides al ﬁnal section of essays and postreading activities.
These may be assigned at t ents or teachers’ discretion, but we suggest that stu-
dents engage in several writing or other extra activities during the study of the novel to
complement their reading and strengthen their writing skills.

As for high school credits, most Christian high schools to whom we have spo-
ken have assigned a value of one-fourth credit to each study guide, and this also seems
to be acceptable to colleges assessing homeschool transcripts.
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Internet References

All websites listed in this study guide were checked for appropriateness at the time of
publication. However, due to the changing nature of the Internet, we cannot guaran-
tee that the URLs listed will remain appropriate or viable. Therefore, we urge parents
and teachers to take care in and exercise careful oversight of their children’s use of the

Internet.
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Chapters III-IV

%,

Vocabulary: .
Write the letter from each word on the right @an next to the correct definition
on the left. Use a dictionary to learn thggaeaRjng Bf any unfamiliar words.
1. __ ashamed, embarrassed a. dullard
2. ____ abow or motion ex ssmg respect or r@ b.
3. __ onewhois ne mstance or \ @ng
4. __ tending to flgag sposmon
5. ____ snotty, disr8 a@ 1mpert1ne . mollified
0. 0 extracting
7. K g. abashed
8. 1ew Q h. peremptorily
9, ino ne think &\refully i frivolity
10. & N mood; state OK j. scrupulously
11. i 1 k. wraithlike
12. i l ardly l. buoyant
13. m. glibly
14. ___ softened in feeling #F temper; appeased; pacified n. novice
15. __ ghost-like o. irascible
16. ___ slickly, shallo p. depleted
17. ___ used up; exhausted the supply q. emerging
18. __ easily irritated and easily very angry r. obeisance
19. ___ leaving no opportunity for denial or refusal; imperiously s. flippant
20. ___ dryly amusing, entertaining t. drollest

© 2011 Progeny Press 19
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Questions:

1.

How does Ranofer know what Merya’s problem is in fashioning the golden
bowl? What suggestions does Ranofer make and what does this demonstrate

to Rekh?

What task does Rekh set Ranofer after Rano strates his knowledge of
bowl fashioning? How does Ranofer follov\ and complete his task?

How does Ranofer avoid takin@the waheskin ho ow does he feel about

how his plan works? How does this"change a e'®ome> Q
In Chapter III, w pens to Ranof%n he gets ho\\out the

wineskin?
teaches e&xake sold eqet to determine if he can

trust BPeqet Wlth How doe t this and what is Heqet’s
response?

What does Heqet mean wgien he says, “Only a fool pours beer into a vessel
without making sure @ Nt leak™

Why does Ranofer ask Heget to inform Rekh about who was stealing the gold,
instead of going to Rekh himself?

20 © 2011 Progeny Press
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How does Ranofer’s acceptance of the wineskin from Ibni change the plan to

tell Rekh?

Thinking About the Story:

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

When Rekh tells Ranofer he is glad his shoul .P @r and calls him “small

one,” how does Ranofer respond? V(/hy> Ranofer actually feel about

Rekh?

On his way to work one 1ng, Ranofer st \ hlerogly the
dust and smiles beca V him a sens r. Why wo able to
read and write give ense of po arly in (h® n wh1ch he
lives? 0\\

% anofer &e catches gi lf ;reaming about making the
ship

leaves and he Queen and aoW would notice his workman-
hy?

Why does Ranofer d efy Gebu by refusing to transport the wineskin?

Foreshadowing is a technique authors use to prepare us for a change or coming
event in the book or lives of the characters. It creates a sense of warning or
expectancy. Near the end of Chapter III, as Ranofer returns home after refusing
Ibni’s wine, “all eager hopes of the day vanished beneath a torrent of blackest

© 2011 Progeny Press 21
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fear. He had come home empty-handed. He had defied Gebu. . . . Behind him
the gate swung shut with a click like the jaws of a crocodile closing.” What is
the author foreshadowing? What words or phrases does she use to create this

feeling?

14. Near the end of Chapter IV, Ranofer recdveé ;ifferent, almost happy,
¢

reception from Gebu as Ranofer returns §0 the wineskin:

“Hai! It is the little mess "QellgWed Gebu, as his eyes went to
the wineskin. To Wenarnflon ed in an undertone, “Though it

is of small importance n@y e and burs@a roar of laughter

Before Ranofer h me to wonder Wit eant he be
peremptorily. W l come her ger, make hv—
ery and recei
be thoug tofa author gi & rs clues about
what will h the stoff§ What clue do yo e above passage

RS \&

15. At the beginning of V Ranofer awakens with a plan fully formed in
CRLOE

his mind. From wher § he think the plan came?

Foreshadowin

22 © 2011 Progeny Press
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16. Read the following verses about making plans. Then match each reference with
its main idea below, by placing the correct letter on the line.

___ Psalm 40:5 ____ Proverbs 16:9 ____ Proverbs 19:21
__ Proverbs 20:18 _ Jeremiah 29:11-13

God has planned so many things for us t v@ot count them.

a.
b. Make plans by seeking advice. *

c. God plans for our prosperity and ho \ r harm; when we seek him.
d. Man makes plans, but God dj

e. Men may plan, but itis G ses that succeed.

17. How could followmg the ice in Proverbs %\@ helped Rz@an’

18. After akes the Ves, how o 1tude affect those

% y? Rea 15 30 1 t do these verses teach us?

19. Read Proverbs 20:11 andegopy it here. How does Ranofer make his character
known by his actions his decision at the end of Chapter III to no
longer steal, and the behaves the day he makes the gold leaves. What
does this tell you about Ranofer and his character?

© 2011 Progeny Press 23
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Optional Activity:

The witty jokes that Heget thinks up are now called Wellerisms. Look up Wellerisms
and Tom Swifties, a related type of joke, and explain what they are and how they are
created. After you have learned about them, try making up some of your own. You

may even want to try a Tom Swifty contest! (A good place to start your research might
be http://www.fun-with-words. com/tom_swifti@u‘.story .html.)

Egyptian Notebook Projects: N

1. Egyptian Hieroglyphics: In the beginning N er III, Ranofer notices a flock
i is
aﬁ

of pintail ducks, which reminds evious reading lessons. The hiero-

glyphs for “son” (sah) and “da

, as well as other alphabetic symbols,
are described. In your Egyptia

ok, draw t eroglyphs described by
Ranofer. For further information gyptia @ou might ¢ t books
or online sites. For a 1st oglyphlc sy ‘&‘ ight consuq
www.ancient- egyp nguage % also corgal ns for
reading hieroglyp
2. Egyptian gods sses: Add yo 1n your e new Egyptian
gods intro in*Ch pters III . Draw pictures o%ne if you wish. You
might consult a e or 1nfoan@ he many gods that
d in Egyp tmg plac
rtSJ_t Q

Great Ptah is Pharaoh

See if you ca?ibwhy th H s considered a god.
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Answer Key

Chapters I-11

Vocabulary:

1. container for melting metals; 2. block of gold; 3. a charm to wear; 4. mix or blend 5. kindly; doing good; 6. famous;
7. untrustworthy; 8. embarrass; 9. mocking; 10. toughen, temper; 11. re der; 12. mistake; 13. gripping tool;
14. craftsman; 15. fragrant thorny tree; 16. employee; 17. remains, ruing, 18. @19. vacillating; 20. torment, tease;

21. vengeful; 22. hissing
0\

%
o N0
\9\\0

corffe a collar, th lay of a dagger for a no an$omb, or a cup for Pharaoh.
create an object for Pharaoh,
to make the beautiful objects the

Questions:
1. Ranofer dreams his in

However, the ingot was to become r in the shop hagl sld
and Pharaohs cra oice was Za e only one sBilled

ay includegfour of thellowing: glassmak apcmakers, weavers, carpenters, potters, sculp-
masons, co uilders, goldsmiths, sto,
lled The Valle because most that are made by the craftsmen end up in the
a 1 e gold and hiding it in a wineskin that Ranofer has
iver because he fears going home and trying to conceal

been delivering to hi
what he suspects from .
5. When Ranofer’s father leaving him alone, an

je u stop.
n half-brother from a previous marriage shows up and Gebu

presents papers attesting to the fact that s the ﬁrstborn and therefore entitled to the inheritance. Gebu takes in
Ranofer who was orphaned upon the death is father, but he beats Ranofer, and refuses to apprentice him to anyone.
Ranofer suspects he has been placed in to help Gebu steal.

6. Zau had said Ranofer “shows skill. vhen he is older. . . .” Ranofer is motivated by these comments to dream of

a day when he will approach Zau and beg t0 become his pupil.

Thinking About the Story:

7. Gebu warns Ranofer that telling will put his own head (Ranofer’s) in a noose. Knowing Gebu and Ibni would deny
any knowledge of the thievery, Ranofer would be marked as a thieving boy.

8. At the end of Chapter I, Ranofer decides not to tell Rekh who is stealing the gold. At the end of Chapter II he decides
he will defy Gebu and leave forever; he will no longer be a thief.

9. Answers will vary. Students should list eight of the following choices. the clang of tools, O; mud-walled courtyard, S;
sharp, hot odor of metal, M; soft afternoon breeze off the Nile, H; the air was cool, H; heat from the hooded furnaces,
H; lined the courtyard, S; the sun, did not scorch and burn, H; radiant light, S; brown backs, S; men bent to their work,

© 2011 Progeny Press 69
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