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Synopsis

Uncle Tom is a favored slave on a Kentucky plantation owned br Shelby, who entrusts him
L

with the day-to-day management of the plantation. He isgalsofl and respected by the other
slaves. Mr. Shelby’s debts, however, force him to sell some of M0 Ngesty, and because of Tom’s great
value, Shelby chooses to sell him and a promising four-gear- @ amed Harry.

Harry’s mother, Eliza, chooses to risk the dange [ ing away with Harry rather than
lose her child to the slave market. She is sheltered ieWof kind people who are willing to help
runaway slaves. Harry’s father, George Harris s a master who badly mistreats him.

Uncle Tom, meanwhile, bids a sorr ell'to his wife and children and leaves with Mr.
Haley for the slave market in New Orleans. e voyage, Togamjs befriended by Eva St. Clare, a
lovely little girl travelling home to New Orlea her fadher, @'\e St. Clare. Tom res-
cues Eva from near-drowning, St. C s him from Hale a’s personal ¢
health is fragile, however, and sMigb edlill and dies. erward, St.

sale once again. L 2

dentally killed, and Tom finds hi
This time, however, t@is terrible. Hdl1s by Simo gx el, degenerate
man who owns an isolagegh a mbling plantation og¥the Red Riv% ruthless brutality
toward his slaves has to the poglit of robbing them of gheirumanity. They live with-
out hope and have i§ Taith in God, but recov-

slaves. George Shelby, the son

ers it and deter 1MRis heart to e of Jesus tgh @
of Tom’s guigin , had been sca#@igin® im to buy N ccause of the several sales and
the pa% however,%es Tom%fte om has been savagely beaten by

Legree ies Mlying. George sOfgwfully buries Tom; iy, to do whatever lies within his power

to end sla’®®#” Upon retur Y George free aWe®, telling them that they owe their free-
L 2
dom to Uncle Tom. @

en reunited and escape to Canada where they
@ peyond their earlier hopes and dreams.

From the time esent, Uncle Toms Cabin has been controversial. Its

its publicatigg to t
earliest critics declared it to be a cofgpletely inaccurate picture of slavery, and labeled Mrs. Stowe
with a variety of insulting epit e 1960s, critics decried the novel as racist, claiming that
Mrs. Stowe presented slaves in tory and stereotypical manner. Modern historians agree that
Uncle Tom’s Cabin gives the read®™® fairly reliable portrait of life under slavery in the American
South. Harriet Beecher Stowe vividly demonstrates the feelings of American reformers of her day on

the question of slavery, and the modern reader will gain an understanding of some of the details of
the slavery environment and debate prior to the Civil War.
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Chapters 11-13

Vocabulary:

Each vocabulary word below is followed by two synonyms
antonym (a word with the opposite meaning). Cross ou?

from the Word List. 0
neglectfully unconqerable @3 ventive
unwieldy piousness swelled \ le Qyment
fiercely prone jolly @ reserve o erene
sluggishness

1. redundancy:

a. long-wi

Q good- nat

Q umamzmg

ul

3. obsequiousness:

a. subservien b. rebellious c. menial
4. indomitable:

a. subdued b. jagin§ple c. impregnable
5. cumbrous: 0

a. clumsy b. agile c. ponderous
6. ingenious:

a. creative b. original c. unimaginative

7. negligently:

a. unconcerned b. carelessly

36

@]

. carefully
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

18.

. piety:

irresolutely:

Uncle Tom’s Cabin Study Guide

a. decisively

b. unsure c. hesitant

a. religious ardour

vehemently:

b. unfaithfulness c. devotion

a. violently

augmented:

b. desperately c. qelet]

a. multiplied

perplexity:

b. lessened

a. understanding

prostrate:

a. flattened

edifying:

a. corrupting

placid:

b. stupiﬁcati@ c. puzzlement
. up@ c. Ly &!o;a

\ lesshess

a. agreeable

constraint:

argumenta \.a cordial

a. freedom

Questions:

c. inhibited

b. resggfiint

O

1. In Chapter 11, who is the runaway slave being advertised? What details in the advertisement
reveal that he has been mistreated?

© 2007 Progeny Press



. What assurance of Qioes Mr. Wgson %George>
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. What kind of response does the handbill provoke among the men in the tavern?

. When Mr. Wilson realizes the true identity of “Mr. Butler,” Stowe states that he “stared at the

stranger with . . . an air of black amazement and alarm.” What does this description convey to

the reader? \Why does Mr. Wilson feel so strongly? @

. What is George’s plan in case he should be caught® \

. By what line of reasoning does George as at Ame country> Wh erican

document does George quote a 1cat10n for his pos1t

he thought of&and Unclc@rl de together away from the

pla ation. Summ each man’s thought

How does Tom®gtempt to reach out t n the river boat?

. What is Haley’s reaction toneath?

10.

What news does Simeon Halliday bring home?

38 © 2007 Progeny Press
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11. Why does George initially feel awkward at breakfast?

12. As Simeon Halliday gently reproves his son for unbecoming attitudes, what does the reader

learn about the lengths to which he will go to help others?

*
Analysis: \
13. Consider the terms of the handbill in C r'OL would George’s owner have been will-
ing to pay the same price for the recurpfof hi for proof that he had been killed?
\Y : ()Q
14. Juxtaposition is the placgfl O Q

ings side by gitle matic effe 7 an author sit-
lements next to off€ anther to enha rder’s perception of

one or both of t . wter 12, Halgf, Tom, and the other slaveSi ey’s gang board

one of the OhigiboMy Reread the parggraPly that begins, “The LBel[dRiviere . . . ,” then list

specific wogdgan o scenesgh? ;

effect.doefit aposition of K\
0\6

Locate anoth%mpﬂn Chapter 1 uthor’s use of juxtaposition for dramatic effect.

hrases that descfib
e Sends create?

15. Point of view is the vantage point from which a writer tells a story. There are three main points
of view: first person, third-person limited, and third-person omniscient. Second person also is
described, but it is rarely used.

* In the first person point of view, the narrator is a character in the story. Using the pronoun “I,”
the narrator tells his experiences, thoughts, and feelings, and the reader can only experience

© 2007 Progeny Press 39
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the actions and thoughts of other characters as the narrator experiences and understands
them. For example, “I was sitting on the porch swing the other night reading Uncle Tom’s
Cabin to my friend Bethany.”

* In the second person point of view, the author writes directly to the reader, using the word
“you.” For example, “You were sitting on the porch swing the other night reading Uncle
Tom’s Cabin to your friend Bethany.” The second person is rarely used because it is difficult
to convince readers to believe they are doing or thinking thigos the writer tells them about.

* In third-person limited, the narrator is outside the sto
point of only one character, or only one character atg
the thoughts and feelings of this character but
vation. For example, “Mari sat on the porch
Bethany, but she was afraid Bethany was ge mg

b he story from the vantage
narrator can tell the reader
about other characters by obser-

o Uncle Tom’s Cabin to her friend

»

* In the third-person omniscient (all-k f view, the narrator is outside the story
and knows everything that is goingn i tory, as well as the thoughts and feelings of all
the characters. For example, “Mari s porch swin g Uncle Tom’s Cabin to
Bethany, but she was afraid Bethany was gettmg bor ethany was j ndering
what she would have been l v e had lived in ¢

From what point of view is x Cabin writte® O

e‘? o\

16. hs of Chapte dszde from 51des usually are used in
s tence or is spolp in an un by e character to the audience or to
ano®fcr ch@racter. Asides the audience know er better by allowing that character

to pridms®ly express fee p ons, and rea h is how the aside is used in Uncle
Tom’s Cabin. Kee at Stowe ing style popular in 1851. In literature the

Which point of view best describes
1ve> Do you find them distracting? Do you

think they date tifynovel, making.t les ahng to the modern reader, or do they help today’s
reader understand the weight of%ment surrounding the slavery issue at that time?

O

17. Another common figure of speech is anthropomorphism. Anthropomorphism (sometimes used
interchangeably with personification) attributes human qualities, characteristics, or abilities to
nonhuman objects (for example, leaves dancing in the breeze). Read the description of the large
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rocking chair in the first paragraph of Chapter 13. What human attributes are ascribed to the
chair? What is the effect of the comparison?

0\
ng to run away fro will master, eve

onition on t i ving three exampl® Hafar,
Onesimus, and an exhortati ul in 1 Coringhi owever, igC @‘ rs. Bird
believes that the Bible ¢ her to give sl@ d to runaya pagd in Chapter

What other example of anthropomorphism can you ﬁn: in @ 132

Dig Deeper:

18. Mr. Wilson tells George that it i

13 Simeon Halliday is o risk imprison helping fugi%and does so for

ristians belieg the ¢ is a book of uf§ not contradiction.
Therefore, whedffw cripture, and %Iarly verses that s p oxical, we should ask
ourselves t i

' L
1. at passage mea
24Ho fit in the dggtext o surroundg % chapters?
3. Is my @hderstanding of tifg passage in accord witlyth®Bible as a whole? (In other words, are
th 0

other pagsage ddfess the isge? ey say, and how do they fit with the

first passage? learest m ix e passages together?)
ing passages uft. After reading each passage, write in your own

Carefully rea
words the main

Genesis 16:1-11:

int and the most im t details.

o)

Philemon 8-21:

1 Corinthians 7:17-24:

© 2007 Progeny Press 41



19.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin Study Guide

Do these passages clearly indicate that every slave must remain under his master’s authority, as
Mzr. Wilson believes?

Genesis 1:27:

Genesis 15:1-3 (note: Eleazer/Eliezer Was Q

Genesis 17:10-13; (b.
Q %
@‘Q SO

Exod

Read the following verses and paraphrase the main mef @e

\\OQ
‘Q\\’

\
A
b\b

Exodus 21:26-27/%
Deuteronomy 15:12-18:

Deuteronomy 23:15-16:

42 © 2007 Progeny Press
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1 Corinthians 12:13, 25-26:

Galatians 3:26-29:

20. As several characters have already mentioned in th sto ;eople used the Bible to defend

21.

the institution of slavery. After reading the verses a think that slavery as presented
in the Bible was the same as the system in the Am! outh> Were slaves in the South being
o you think someone who used the
llow the biblical instructions for treat-

Bible to justify the institution of slaver,

ment of slaves? Why?
George he by the man on the@nx Senator and Mrs.

So far, we have s
Bird, John Vo
helped El

, and Mr. \Wl W are the lidasg nt from the others who

© 2007 Progeny Press 43
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However, it does point out that Ophelia is, in a sense, giving up very easily compared to many who are trying to live a
Christian witness. What does seem to get through to Topsy is Eva’s love. Topsy knew that Ophelia did not actually love
her and did not like to be around her or touch her, but she understood that Eva loved her and was quite willing to touch
her. Eva’s love seemed to open Topsy’s eyes to the potential of God’s love.

18. Answers will vary. Both Marie and the Pharisee are claiming to be thankful, but they are “thankful” in their own accom-
plishments or in who they are compared to others. Marie is thankful that she is not like the black slaves, whom she has
repeatedly called beasts and creatures. The Pharisee is thankful that he is not like all the sinners around him. They are not
truly thankful or they would be focusing more on their similarity to those around them and being thankful for the provision

of God—"Thank you, God, that 'm not like #hem,” demonstrates pride. Both @he tax collector are very aware that

they are like those around them. In fact, the tax collector does not even (8 sBIf to others, he simply realizes how
sinful he is next to God’s holiness. Eva wants to use the blessings God has gi
19. Answers may vary. Eva is telling her father that not only is e nd
would rather die and be in heaven, but she knows her friends woul a
live. Paul says something very similar in Philippians 1:21-24. Eva ather that being a Christian is “Loving Christ
most of all,” which she does, and although she’s neverseen , shB¥pelieves in him and will see him soon. See John
3:16-18; 11:25-26; 14:1-6, 27.

he p people less fortunate.
o die, she is looking forward to it. She
her friends” sakes she would continue to

Chapters 27-30

Vocabulary:

1.2 3. k4.b;5.66.257.h;8.¢9.¢1

Questions:

1. Ophelia was forced to confront her YgiaNfirejudlice when she ovefhe va'and Topsy talki

ov as died. WV d

her anguish
assion, Ophelia

y person who ey,

renounces her prejudice and tells @ e learned some tI¢ love of Chri v W®phelia promises to
try to love Topsy and help her L izes the sincerity in , and the two bgginQheir ®lationship anew.
2. St. Clare shows no emogidn. Qu't cry or talk dbout his feelings. At first, he is'Quim #d silent; then he throws

himself busily into life i iy and appears to most le to be doing well. OnfpUncl®¥Tom realizes how deeply St.

Clare is suffering.
t | love and faicHRyerd @- btion, and she is really gone forever.
h n re Eva—a tho capftardly bear. On the other hand, if the
to belieV® then he will ain seEva.

to free Tom.
. ¢’s strongest li Evayldra persuaded her father to buy Tom, and Tom

on, Tom and @y, e same deep faith, as St. Clare knew, and both of
fa

: or St. Clare’s Sl probably recognized.

Topsy to her legg wishes to take Topsy to the North, and emancipate her.
b 30 they are not sold off on his death.

#Cr to become functioning members of society. He believes the

7. An entire class of people Wl have to be edygated 1
people of the southern states are too used td§flavery to educate former slaves and he believes the people of the northern
states are too prejudiced against the bla 2,20Qept them and help them adapt.

8. St. Clare has a miniature (a picture) k6f hair from the young woman he had first loved.

9. All the St. Clare slaves, except Ma “personal property,” were auctioned off. Topsy, of course, stayed with
Ophelia, who had legally received her from St. Clare before he died.

Analysis:

10. This paragraph is different from others in that it consists of two sentences, one very long, broken up with commas
and semicolons, and connected by the word and; and the second, shorter, sentence dealing with the burial. The first sen-
tence has a rolling or cyclical rhythm to it, almost as if St. Clare were slowly spinning, as if he were doing things that kept
changing, but that he did not really understand. The sentence structure and rhythm of the words creates a mood of gen-
tle confusion, activity without understanding, which fairly accurately depicts St. Clare’s state of mind.

11. In the paragraph discussed above, Stowe repeats the word and over and over, usually at the beginning of an independ-
ent clause within the extended first sentence of the paragraph. As mentioned before, this creates a sense of repetition—
cycles or waves.
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12. The idea Stowe expresses is that some people feel that it is better to not try something than to try it and fail. Often
this may be because of others” expectations, but in St. Clare’s case it is because of his own expectations of himself.
DPersonal experiences will vary.

13. Answers should include four of the following examples of foreshadowing: 1. Ophelia insists upon legal ownership of
Topsy immediately, in case St. Clare should die and Topsy be taken to auction. 2. Ophelia, at two different times, insists to
St. Clare that now, the present, is the only time one ever has. 3. Ophelia asks St. Clare if he has made provision for his ser-
vants in case of his death. 4. Ophelia tells St. Clare that his procrastination could prove to be cruel to his servants, because
he could die before he follows through his intentions and they could be sold to a hard master. 5. Ophelia comments to St.
Clare that “in the midst of life we are in death.” 6. St. Clare ponders the stran f both the word and the concept of
death. 7. St. Clare plays Mozart’s Requiem on the piano; the piece was Mgzarf§ #€qui¥m for his own death. 8. St. Clare
states that only God knows the future. 9. St. Clare says he has been thi t deal of his mother, and he has a
strange feeling that she is near him. These examples cause the refer td at St. Clare’s death must be impending
and that Tom may not be freed.

Dig Deeper:

14. Tom says he feels Christ in his soul. He says that w,
hearted and alone, but Jesus brought comfort, pea
with him. Uncle Tom says that this peace and joy ¢

s soljaway from his wife and children, he was broken-

i@soul, along with confidence that Jesus was always
come from within himself, because he is not that good;

the light in his soul comes from the Lord.

15. Tom may have hoped that St. Clare would recogniz i irfs in the grief of and Martha
over the death of their brother. Also, verses « i resurrection a He who
believes in me will live, even though i 2 ide will never die.” Zghh 0 are power-
ful, straight-forward verses that clearly st i g and that thege is | after death.
16. The man in the passage wants Jg i . off he asks Jes ,? can,” and Jesus

. The fath@imMgdiately responds as the
ons, or he would not

have come to him. But t small doubt about whether

Jesus can, perhaps a do
ever. Jesus does cas
Personal answers

amed and Ophelia o ed that Rosa woul CN to be whipped by a man. The full ram-
re and its im; tions had"iot occurred a unt! Rosa stood before her about to be taken

rutally, and proba scenely, by coarse, crye
will attrag me reWitterested in her only for her looks and sexuality.

Lagree seems to be exactly tifgki , as he handles \ es her in a crude and demeaning manner.

se job it is to shame and punish. Susan knows

Chapters 31-36

Vocabulary:

1. boisterous; 2. paillasse; 3. ¥temulous; 4. digghthrall; 5™ potentate; 6. reprobate; 7. prudential; 8. antipathy (aversion is
acceptable); 9. commiseration; 10. aversion (3gipathy is acceptable); 11. necromancy

Questions:

$hnd boots he had worn for the auction and has him dress in the oldest and
om’s trunk. He then sells all of Tom’s clothes and belongings to members

1. Legree makes Tom take off the good
most worn-out shirt and pants he can
of the boat’s crew.

2. Legree says most slaves last six or seven years; sick or weak slaves last one or two years. He used to try to take care of
them, but he “lost money on ’em and ’t was heaps o’ trouble.” Now he just puts them “straight through,” and when one
is dead he buys another. He says “it comes cheaper and easier, every way.”

3. Tom grinds some corn for two weak and weary women and builds up the fire for them to bake their corn cakes. The
women respond by baking Tom’s cake for him.

4. Stowe says that Legree is evil and instinctively hates the good in Tom.

5. Legree wants to use Tom as a kind of overseer, and he thinks the most important qualification for that job is hardness

1

and ruthlessness.
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