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Synopsis

%,

M. Popper lives a sensible life as a house paint® ften wishes he had seen the
world before settling down—particularly the nd South Poles. As a busy sum-
mer season of work ends, Mr. Popper @pend his off-season reading about
the Arctic regions. He even writes to flis fgfgitc explorer, Admiral Drake. But he does
not expect the answer that Admiral Digke sghd ivery. With the arrival of

a penguin, Captain Cook, life at the Popper’s will n

penguin, and now Mr. Popp o! Soon Capt ook andehis
lay eggs, and 10 new I i i 1
Popper, who doesnt
for 12 penguins. h®h3

. Compliga gc

oney forgroast or ice cre buying shrimp

the furn&moved and a fr@mit installed in the
basement.

re@ one soluti pper can t pay the debts they owe:

He'll Pegi orming ggnguinNgct! So begin®§theYgmily’s adventures across the

country, lLivig¢ in hotels, ing on vaud& es, and making enough money

uling can he e@ng, and near the end of their tour,

mistake: % hem to the wrong theater, the pen-

» and chaos §

to pay their debts.
Mr. Popper makes a
guins frolic wit

Luckily, as Popper and his Pasfuins languish in jail, Admiral Drake arrives
and rescues them. The family h%for home, but the story isnt over. Admiral Drake
offers to take the penguins % e Worth Pole, and invites Mr. Popper to accompany
them. Thus, one adventureg
performing penguins.

to a close as another begins for Mr. Popper and his
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Chapters XIII-XVI: “Money Worries,” “Mr.

Greenbaum,” “Popper’s Per @g Penguins,”
“On the R

Vocabulary: Q
Read the following sentences from ﬁl@e blank withgthe letter
beside the meaning that match usage or meanin nderlined
1. “What these pen to do most Popper @ﬂm an
army, to watc nd Columbus a fight v%& her, and to

climb up stgmanNWggan do
P ‘\O N

rch in for
d fight \

2. So they racc®yeach other | th , and in the last block they tried to pass
each other, and one of th enders got torn off.

a fender is

a. door trim

b. a parking meter
C. asun visor
d

. side panel of a car, covering a wheel
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3. We are going to let you see a rehearsal of the Popper Performing Penguins
instead.

a rehearsal is a

a. practice

. film or tape

b
c. speech @
d.

4. The penguins began to drill very nicely, dng and changing their forma-
tions with great precision until Jof® stopped playing in the middle of
the piece.

to do something with precision ist0 be @

a. quick @ \ Q

b. exact and careful\ ® ¢ O

Cc. energetic 6 \\

d. slow and K 0

i dper, that IQ’Ve got something

d. rare, one of a kind K

6. “Id like to predict th! r penguins will soon be packing the biggest theaters

from Oregon to Maine.

If someone predicts something, they have .
a. announced what has already happened

b. said a prayer

c. announced what will happen in the future
d.

mocked it
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10.
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“And you must remember, my love,” said Mr. Popper, who had never before
Yy y pp
been out of Stillwater, in spite of his dreams of distant countries, “that travel is

very broadening.”
y broadening

If something is broadening, it is

a. full of adventure

b. educational and enlightening @
c. tiring and long
d. expensive ’\

From the start, the penguins w, 1io uccess.

If something is riotous it is .
a. amusing and loud @

b. dangerous @ \ Q

c. complete \ ® . O

d 8
It was hera&ghatNhe penguins little novel Q)f‘ their own to the

progrz@ 6 7%
thing isg noveltWyit is ’i \

a. a K
b. unimpo tO * 6

C. Veryi \

d. unusua

And whenever they the more they interfered with the other acts on
the program, the bet audiences liked them.

. calm and sur

To interfere with something is to
a. interrupt, bother

b. cheer for
c. stop it
d

. avoid it
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Questions:

1. What problem is the family facing in these chapters?

2. What solution does Mr. Popper come u&mb@

3. What three things do they teach ¢ pengum o Q
4. How does@er get a Jb&e penguigsﬁ 0

5. What ha%g the two E@e the Poppers to the railway station?
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Think About the Story:

6.

How does Mr. Popper reassure Mrs. Popper that being out of school for 10
weeks is all right for the children? Do you think it is a good reason for missing

school? Why or why not?

Why do audiences seem to like it when t gulns interfere with other acts?

0

An idiom is a saying\ mong a cer@up of pgopl %mg
word pictures to other thou

Gener \e ning of the
om the actual of the sayi examples of

er a new @-mg start le a change in your
1 r the be \

Its raining cafsad dogs (Meani a1n is coming down hard.)
Kee @rs crossedg ( ope for the best.)
At the be f Chapter X@\uthors write,

Then Mrs. Po EE d to scrub and polish and straighten the

saying is very
idioms are:

whole place, as much too good a housekeeper to leave
everything at s d sevens while the Poppers were away.

What words in the sentence are part of an idiom? What do you think the idiom
means? (Use the context of the sentence to figure it out.)
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Dig Deeper:

9. Mr. Popper involved his entire family in the solution to their lack of money.
Read Ecclesiastes 4:12, Proverbs 17:17, and Psalm 133:1. How do these verses
apply to Mr. Popper’s solution for his family’s money problems? Has your family
ever had to work together to achieve something or solve a problem? What was

it and what did you all do? @
Q\i }

10. How did Mr. Popper decide whiwlgiafls of tricks e the penguins perform?
How would this make legpmigg the tricks easie& enguins a he
Poppers?

¥ &
@ &OK QQ
11. s do you% nd are yo @Do you like to listen to people

or talkdlo people? Ej t the fastest something? Write or read? Fix
. ﬁv‘v‘ Gardempor alt animals? Under the heading
“Thi i ich T Al % #Mmake a list of at least five things that

er the heading “Chores at Home/School
That Use Th&¥ Talents,” wgite schesll ideas about ways in which you could use
&l}f, schoo
e

your talents to help your 1, or church. (For example, Do you always
want to know what e@ doing? Maybe you could help keep a class or fam-
ily calendar.) Under th ding “Adult Jobs That Use These Talents,” write down
several ideas for jobs that use your talents. (For instance, do you like to try to make
certain everyone understands exactly what you mean and sometimes get into argu-
ments because of it? Maybe you would make a good attorney or teacher. Do you
always want to know what everyone is doing? Maybe you could be a reporter.)
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Things I Like and Chores at Home/School Adult Jobs That

at Which I Am Good That Use These Talents Use These Talents

%,
\;}\6

12. After the Poppers perfor Mr. Greenbaum @them “Yo
sensation. And the ped out my e manager e, Rows that

13.

you're real trouper 1nd we need usiness,”
Greenbaum mea e Poppers wi l troupers

olossians 3' 4. According t rses, how are we supposed to

g Do yo&th se Verses apply to such things as

6

Although the Poppers were not necessarily trying to obey the Bible, were their
actions somewhat like these verses? Did anything good happen to them because
they acted like this?

ead
act when

re
schoolw k an

v
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Optional Activity:
Try to find music recordings of the songs that Mrs. Popper played or the sheet music

to play it or sing it. Is this the kind of music entertainers use today? Do you like it? If
you were to choose music for an act like this today, what music would you choose?
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3. A policeman arrives at their door and he says he expects to find at least a lion from the way the serviceman yelled.

4. The penguin bites the phone cord while he talks, Mr. Popper gets transferred from person to person, and the connec-
tion is so bad that they never get his name correct or understand what he wants. As a result he never does get a license
for his penguin.

5. She thinks he will be quite a help around the house.

6. To take Captain Cook out for a walk. He wants to look as nice as Captain Cook.

Think About It:

7. He doesn’t actually believe Mr. Popper, or he doesn’t really care, but he wants it to be a good story for the newspaper
readers.

8. The author begins Chapter V saying, “The next day was quite event
the policeman and then the trouble about the license.” Answers will va n

reader curious about what was going to happen, and so make the’e

st fhlere was the service man and then
or certainly intended to make the
read more, by hinting that trouble was

coming.
9. The last sentence says, “The man who kept the barbershop h o this time, been a very good friend of Mr.
Popper’s.” The sentence hints that something is about that 'll make the barber 70# a very good friend of Mr.
Popper’s. The phrase “up to this time,” in the middl hows that there will be a change affer “this time.”

Dig Deeper:
10. Yes, he is proud. Answers will vary. Pride is a deli
I1.a.B;b. Gsc. Bsd. Gse. B; £ B; g. Gy h. Gs 1. B; j. B; k.
12. Answers will vary. Many of the verses a at discuss pride in a ne
ing to advice, quarrelsomeness, and in@ g pulliting people dow
on people, that makes a person think h i better or more i
pride if it makes us feel someone elg€ i

own actions, able or an overblown self-respect.

13. No, the children are no & pectful to the gplice offd

does for a living, Janie in and answef@or him. When the police

him and says he is afrai him. Bill also ¢ his father by ayi

father’s hair looks lj i .

14. See also A . uide our speec

words i , or mean things hgfauscqod%hould be in our hearts and we should
concent ht, and k nd Answers valpabout the way the Poppers acted. They did not

act terribly, but i€y were not as regpe d Mve been. Actually, the police officer was the

Chapters IX-XII: “T e Mouths to Feed”
Vocabulary:
1. spectacle: show; 2. mop&gsad; 3. stupor: numbnes mn: serious; 5. plunge: dive; 6. toboggan: slide; 7. aquarium:
water tank

Questions:

1. Captain Cook climbs all three fligh® of'QeepS§and then slides down all three flights with Mr. Popper getting pulled
along down the steps behind him. Mr. hinks because penguins do not have wings, they like to get high in the air
any way they can, and penguins like to t0B®8gan on their stomachs.

2. He sits in his refrigerator; he will not eat, he sulks, he sleeps, and he bites. Answers will vary as to the reason why, but
should mention loneliness or sadness.

3. Mr. Popper writes a letter to Dr. Smith, curator of the Mammoth City Aquarium, who writes back that he also has a
penguin who is failing, and since it may be loneliness, he is sending her to Mr. Popper. When the penguins are united,
they recover.

4. He has a freezing plant installed in the basement and the furnace is moved up to the living room. Mr. Popper’s solu-
tion may be more tidy in that the family can now use the living room, but it still causes a lot of disruption and probably
is not what Mrs. Popper wanted.

5. The penguins have 10 babies.
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