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Synopsis

Early one spring morning, Fern Arable notices her f3& @ing out to the hoghouse
with an ax. Her mother informs her that some9j @ deen born the previous night,
but that one of the pigs is a runt. “It’s very s d"Weak, and it will never amount
to anything. So your father has decided gg d

Outraged at what she sees as afferri

to kill the pig. Her father agrees, proYde t Fern raiggaghe pig herself. Fern names
the pig Wilbur, and spends many happy fours cari o@

When Wilbur is five we , he is sold ncle, Home@rman.
Wilbur goes to live in Mr.x n’s barn, a goes to ‘isit@n tly every

day. x
sO®n experiences a

o his new life 1 barn cella
ur meet harlotte, a spldel@%s in the doorway
over his pen. Wllbur #bur is excited to have
a new friend@ I ottes hab?ing insects and drinking
their ffoo otte’s k1 ess good na ur inNgver Wilbur, and they become
fast fri&fs. x
r’s ha in t lived gw ns that Mr. Zuckerman plans to
kill him at Christm rn y IX ed bacon and ham,” the old sheep
s nearly hys% the news, but Charlotte hatches a clever

tells him. Wilb
plan to save Wilbu

The story of Charlottes ort to save Wilbur’s life is a lesson in selfless love that
demonstrates the beauty of @ dship and sacrifice.

wapywith it.”
if¥stice, Fern pleads with her father not

© 2000 Progeny Press 5
No copy of this study guide may be resold.



Charlotte’s Web Study Guide

Chapters 7-10

“l don’t want to die, . . . [ want to stgy @g/yt here
in my comfortable manure pif® @ 2y friends.
[ want to breathe the beautiful air ¢ 70 the beautiful sun.”

Vocabulary:
A synonym is a word that means theSgme gt nearly th e as another word. Read
each sentence below. For each of the underhned ite two sy s that

could be used as a replacemgn t word in t ce.
1. “They’re going to I‘\Creamed Wilhy#aHern grew g@ool
ly?” sajd &a e, rather v,
rrikd expression: \

3. He glanced h%stily behindgo se
his fall, . . .

piece of rope was following him to check
4. “Yes, indeed,” replied Templeton, who saved string. “No trouble at all.

Anything to oblige.”

e was staring at Fern with
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5. “ .. with men its rush, rush, rush, every minute. 'm glad 'm a sedentary spider.

6. “In a forest looking for beechnuts and truffles and delectable roots, pushing

leaves aside with my wonderful strong nose, . . . @

*

7. “It pays to save things,” he said’G@)ice.
Questions: \® @ * OQ

1. What bad news d@ old sheep tel@n? 0\\

(§ s\oﬁ A
2. %oes Charlo ise Wilbur? E\K
E 6\

3. Why does Mrs. Arab0 about Fern?

4. When Avery spots Charlotte in her web, what does he intend to do?
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5. How is Charlotte saved?

Thinking About the Story: @
6. When Wilbur asks Charlotte how he mi r think of a plan to save

him, Charlotte gives Wilbur the follo% :
“Well,” replied Charlo@ ust try to build yourself up. I

want you to get plenty , and stop ying. Never hurry

and never Worry' Chew your food tho d eat ever
it, except yo just enou ’ mpleton gh
ose

and stay wel e way you c eep ﬁp an
your nerv.
Read the in ¢ach of the p es below For ea ge, write down the
adv1c the pass "v te dowgt ar piece of advice that
rl s to Wllb K\
tthew 6: 2 6\
b. Joshua 1% 6

c. Proverbs 22:9
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7. Why do you think Charlotte told Wilbur to leave food for Templeton?

8. Ironyis when there is a distinct (often humorous) rence between what one
expects to happen and what actually happens ronic about the fate of

the goose’s unhatched egg? \

9. How did Wilbur show t e was grateful to\@n for havi
D o

1lbur hea d news fro K& , he becomes hysterical with

oc @u n? Howe \%

11. Think of a time whe ere very afraid. How were you comforted? What
can you do to comfort someone who is afraid?

Dig
10.

fear.
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13.

14.

15.

16.
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Psalm 23, Deuteronomy 31:6, and Romans 8:38, 39 are good verses to know
why you are afraid or when things look bad. According to these verses, who is
with us during dangerous or frightening times? How do these verses make you

feel?

Wilbur boasts that he can spin a web li x e does. When he realizes that
119 t0 show off.” Why do you think

he can’t, he admits, “I guess I was jus

people make boasts and try to

Read Jeremiah 9: Q hat do the@s tell us abo\\;

S S o

enfthe lamb i 1ns Wllbur Charlot& up for him. What does this
about Ch

S

Have you ever been when someone insulted one of your friends? What
did you do?

te
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17. Read James 3:2-10. Words can either hurt others or encourage them. It is
important that we learn to watch what we say. Write down what guidance is
given in each of the following proverbs.

a. Proverbs 12:18:

b. Proverbs 15:1 \6
Proverbs 17:27 0

Proverbs 21:2 \@ ® \OQ
R (P §
@en Fern ch @ the animals can talk.

ile ow that anim ot talk h do, they do communicate
means. If y have pets, you m n ice certain behaviors that your

o

i

p to attem unlcate s For example, a cat might com-
municate ha holdlng or purring. A dog might show sub-
missive ing its tail

If yoNgave any pets; try te a Vocabulary for them explaining

what you think their variglis sounds or behaviors might mean. (For example,
you might note that 0 stands at the door and barks, it means “let me

out!”)
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Overview

Story Structure:

1. The animals must find a way to keep Wilbur from being butchered at Christmastime.

2. The climax of the story occurs at the fair when the families hear the announcement of a special award for Wilbur.
Students may also notice a second, lesser climax as Wilbur frantically attempts to get Templeton to retrieve Charlotte’s
egg sac before they leave the fair.

3. The resolution of the story occurs when Wilbur wins the special medal at the fair, and his survival is assured. He goes
home to live in the barn, taking Charlotte’s egg sac with him.

Character Study.
4. Answers may vary. Accept reasonable responses. Quiet: Fern. She sits'Qui ar fhe animals and they come to trust
' 0

does nothing for anyone unless he

e’s life.

5. Fern: Yes. At the beginning of the story she spends all her free g the barn sitting near the animals. By the
end of the story has grown up and no longer spends time in the b the animals. Charlotte: No. She remains the
same warm, friendly, selfless individual throughout th i r strength. Wilbur: Yes. At the beginning of the

ss and fear. By the end of the story he has shown
daughters in friendship Templeton: No. He is still the

ning,.

selflessness, leadership, and the ability to reach out
same greedy character at the end of the story as he is
6. Answers will vary.

ers may vary.

Theme:

7. Wilbur thought it was cruel the Ch apped insects in drank their bl guing

Wilbur’s opinion changed because she sIt@ge If to be a true fri h her wor @ ns.
. D

8. We must be the servants of all. #8g Wllbur get al what she dKave his life. She
he could have st 1 barn to make her egg
sac there.

Cycles of Life:

9. The story begins in s .
10. At the beginni @ bifth and als%t Y

Mihe young goslings. Near the end of

at “every morning there was another
e, because “Salutations” was also Charlotte’s

13. Answers will vary.
14. a. This passage t s how long we will live) before we were even born. b.
but will live eternally. c. This passage tells us that we

have victory over death b vill Bt ralsed up to life again.
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