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Learn with our friends!

Hi, [ am Filmore.
Hey! [ am [ will help you learn
Rox;E. alcl}k;"a ot Hi, [ am Dr. Kirke. come new things.
’ learn with my young
woodland Criends. [ am Tammy.
[ love learning
new things.

"

v

When you see me, | will help your teacher explain the
exciting things you are expected to do.

When you do actions with me, you will learn how to
write, draw, match words, read, and much more.

You and | will learn about matching words, listening,
drawing, and other fun things in your lessons.

Follow me and | will show you new, exciting truths that
will help you learn and understand what you studly.
Let’s learn!

&
&
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OUR GOVERNMENT
CLOSE TO&OME

You have learned that the Constitution created our national
government. In an earlier unit, you studied the Bill of Rights. The
Bill of Rights includes the first ten amendments to the Constitution.
The Tenth Amendment gives any powers that are not part of the
federal government to the states. State and local governments
are in charge of many of the things we use every day. Our local
governments help take care of our schools, police and fire
departments, libraries, museums, parks, and more.

Our state governments have three branches just like the federal
government. They are the legislative, the executive, and the judicial
branches. In this unit, you will learn more about your state and local
governments. You will also learn what some of your responsibilities
are as an American citizen.

4 | Introduction
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Objectives

Read these objectives. They will tell what you will be able to do
when you have finished this workbook.

1. Tell about the three levels of government: federal, state, and
locall.
Tell about the three branches of state governments.
Tell about your county government and your county seat.
Tell about your state leaders and state government.
Describe the governments of cities, towns, and villages.
Describe what it means to be a citizen of the United States.
List at least three duties you have as an American citizen.

New Words

These words will appear in boldface (darker print) the first time
they are used.

alien (@' leé an). Someone from another country who is not a citizen.

ancestor (Gn' sés ter). A relative who lived in the past, such as a
great-grandfather.

appeal (o péel’). To ask a higher court to take another look at a case.

bicameral (b1 kdm’ ar al). Having two houses or chambers in the
legislative branch.

bill (bil). A suggestion for a law; a rough draft of a law.
borough (blr’' ©). Another name for a county, used in Alaska.

budget (bUj'1t). A plan for how to spend money.

Introduction | 5
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candidate (kan’ didat). A person who runs for public office.

chamber (cham'’ bar). Another name for a house in the legislative
branch of government.

citizenship (sit’' T zon ship). The right of being a citizen.

commissioner (ko mish’ & nar). The name given to certain
government officials.

committee (ko mit’ €). A group of people assigned to do a certain
job.
deed (déd). A document showing ownership of property.

delegate (dél' T git). A person who acts for another person or group
of people.

district (dis’ trikt). An area set apart for a purpose.
employee (ém ploi’ €). A person who works for someone else for pay.

exchange student (ks chanj” stdod nt). A student who comes from
another country to go to school.

illegal (11e’ gal). Against the law.

immigrants (im’ T grents). People who come from another country
to settle in a new country.

juvenile (joo’ ve nal). Having to do with children or teens.

legal (I gal). Lawful, or obeying the law.

legislator (I€]' Tsla ter). A representative of the legislative branch.
manage (Mman’' 7). To take charge of or lead.

manager (Mman’' Tjer). Someone who leads or handles business.
model (mdod’ ). An example used to create something new.

motto (Mdot’ 0). A statement used to stand for the ideas of a group.

6 | Introduction
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municipal (mydo nis’ o pal). A local type of government.
naturalized (ndch’ or o lizd). Given the rights of a citizen.

officer (Of' 1sor). Someone who has an important or respected job.
ordinance (6r' dn ans). A command or order; a type of rule or law.
parish (pdr' ish). Another name for a county, used in Louisiana.
propose (pro pdoz’). To suggest.

renew (r1N0o’). To make new again.

retry (ré tr1’). To take a case to court another time.

task (task). A job or duty.

unicameral (Yoo ni kam'’ ar al). Having one house or chamber in the
legislative branch.

veto (vé' t0). To refuse to pass a law.

volunteer (vOl on tir’). To freely give one’s time; someone who gives
their time without pay.

warrant (wor ont). A legal order from the court.

Pronunciation Key: hat, age, care, far; let, @qual, térm:; it, ice; hot, 6pen, érder:; oil; out; cup, put, riile; child;
long; thin; /TH/ for then; /zh/ for measure; /u/ or /a/ represents /a/ in about, /e/ in taken, /i/ in pencil, /o/ in
lemon, and /u/ in circus.

Introduction | 7
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1. OUR STATE GOVERNMENTS

Each state already had its own government before the Founding
Fathers wrote the Constitution. The framers used these state
governments as models, or examples, to help create a national
government. The Constitution gave some power to the national
government and some power to the states. Each state decides
how its government will be run. But state governments are also
alike in many ways.

Every state has its own constitution. A state can make laws for the
people living there. However, state laws must also obey the laws
of the Constitution. Remember, the Constitution is the

“supreme law of the land.” Let’s take a closer look at

how most state governments work.

Words to Study

(3 )

appeal (o pel’). To ask a higher court to take another look at a case.

bicameral (bi kdm’ or al). Having two houses or chambers in the
legislative branch.

bill (bil). A suggestion for a law; a rough draft of a law.
budget (bUj 1t). A plan for how to spend money.
candidate (kan' didat). A person who runs for public office.

chamber (cham’ bear). Another name for a house in the legislative
branch of government.

delegate (dél' T git). A person who acts for another person or group

of people.

8 | Section 1
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district (dis’ trikt). An area set apart for a purpose.

juvenile (joc’ va nal). Having to do with children or teens.
legislator (I&j Tsla ter). A representative of the legislative branch.
model (Mmaod' ). An example used to create something new.

motto (Mot’ 0). A statement used to stand for the ideas of a group.

officer (&f' Tsor). Someone who has an important or respected job.

propose (pro poz’). To suggest.
retry (ré tr’). To take a case to court another time.

unicameral (Yoo ni kdm'’ ar al). Having one house or chamber in the
legislative branch.

veto (vé' t0). To refuse to pass a law.

Ask your teacher to say these words with you.

V Teacher Check
Initial Date

Section 1|9
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State Legislative Branch

You learned that the legislative y

branch of the U.S. government
includes the Senate and the
House of Representatives.
Together, these houses make up
Congress. The state legislative
branch is much like this system,
but the names might be
different.

The Houses

Almost every state has two
houses called chambers.

The smaller upper chamber is
the Senate. The larger lower
chamber is usually called the
House of Representatives.
But some states call this
chamber the Assembly or the House of Delegates. Both chambers
together are sometimes called the General Assembly.

| Nebraska State Capitol

A legislative branch with two houses is a bicameral legislature.
The state of Nebraska has one house in its legislative branch.
This type of legislature is unicameral. Nebraska is the only state
with a unicameral legislature. The elected representatives in
Nebraska are called senators.

10 | Section 1
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| lowa congressional districts (in color) and counties (outlined in gray)

The Representatives

Our country has been separated into 50 states. In our national
government, the number of representatives in Congress depends
on the state. Likewise, every state has a number of smaller areas
called districts. Each district has a certain number of people in

it. The number of state representatives for each district is based
on the population or what the state has decided. In this way,
every district is fairly represented. Members of the Senate are
called state senators and members of the House are called
representatives, or legislators.

Each state constitution describes the duties of its representatives.
Like Congress, the main duty of the state legislature is to pass laws
for the state. Each house is given certain responsibilities. Our state
governments also have a system of checks and balances so that no
branch becomes too powerful.

Section 1|11
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Circle True if the sentence is correct or False if the
sentence is incorrect.

1.1 State laws do not have to obey the laws of the
Constitution.

True False
1.2 All 50 states have a bicameral legislature—two houses.
True False
1.3 The main job of the state legislative branch is to make
laws.
True False
1.4 State governments have a system of checks and
balances.
True False

Circle the letter of the correct answer.

States are separated into smaller areas called

a. districts b. delegates c. chambers

1.6 Almost every state has two houses in its legislative
branch called

a. districts b. delegates c. chambers

12 | Section 1
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STUDY PROJECT:

My State Government—Part 1

In an earlier unit, you studied your national leaders. Now, you
will learn about your state leaders. Ask your teacher to help you
research your state legislature. On a piece of paper, write the
title "My State Legislature.” Then, write two facts about your
legislature. Use the questions below to help you decide what to
write.

How many houses, or chambers, do you have
in your legislative branch?

What are the names of your legislative houses?

How many representatives are in your state

legislature?

What are the names of your district

representatives?

Save this assignment because you will add more leaders later

iNn this unit.

OV Teacher Check
Initial Date
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State Executive Branch

All states also have an executive branch of government. The
leader of the state executive branch is the governor. Some states
have a lieutenant governor. The lieutenant governor is like the vice
president of the state. Again, each state decides how to run its
executive branch.

Governor

Governors have many of the same
powers and duties as the president,
only on a state level. They propose
laws for the state and work with
legislators on the state budget.
Governors also have the power to
sign a bill into state law or veto it.

Other state officers help the
governor, just like cabinet members
help the president. The duties of the
lieutenant governor are different in
every state. If the governor dies, the
lieutenant governor becomes the
new governor. Other officers include
the secretary of state, state treasurer, and the attorney general.
The attorney general acts as a lawyer for the state government.
In most states, the governor does not choose the state executive
officers. Instead, the people elect these leaders.

| Hawaiian Governor
David Ige, elected in 2014

14 | Section 1
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The rules for who can become a governor are different in every
state. In some states, a person must be a U.S. citizen for 20 years.
Other states do not list a certain number of years. Some states
say a candidate for governor must be at least 35 years old. But
other states allow younger people to become governors. In every
state but two, people can elect a new governor every four years.
Governors serve for two years in New Hampshire and Vermont.

Draw a line to match the word with its meaning.

1.7 candidate » a. apersonwho hasan
1.8 budget > important or respected job
1.9 veto R b. apersonwho runs for

public office

1.10 officer 4 .
a plan for spending money

d. refuse to sign abillinto law

Circle True if the sentence is correct or False if the
sentence is incorrect.

1.11 The leader of the state executive branch is the attorney
general.
True False
1.12 The governor has the power to sign a bill into state law
or veto it.

True False

Section 1| 15
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STUDY PROJECT:

My State Government—Part 2

Ask your teacher to help you research your governor. On a piece
of paper, write the title "My Governor.” Then, write three facts
about your governor. Use the questions below to help you decide
what to write.

a. Who is the governor of my state?

b. To what political party do they belong (Republican,

Democratic, Independent, other)?
In what year were they elected?

How many years does a governor serve in my
stote?

Does my state have a lieutenant governor? If so,
what is their name?

Can you find a picture of your governor? Look on the Internet or
in a newspaper or magazine. Print the picture or cut it out, and
paste it on your page.

@V Teacher Check
Initial Date

16 | Section 1
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SELF TEST 1

Each answer = 1 point

Choose the correct word from the list to complete the sentence.
Write the word in the blank. Cross out words as you use them.
Not all words will be used.

appeals attorney general juvenile chambers

districts governor models delegates

1.01

1.02

1.03

1.04

1.05

The framers used state governments as
to help create the national government.

The houses of a state legislature are also called

Every state is separated into a number of

The head of the state executive branch is the

State supreme courts often settle

cases.

Write True in the blank if the statement is true or False if it is false.

1.06
1.07

20 | Section 1
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All states have a judicial branch of government.
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Match these words with their meanings. Write the correct letter in

the blank.
1.08 ~_ bicamerdal a. two housesinthe
1.09 Unicomerdl legislative branch

b. one houseinthe
legislative branch

Circle the answer that correctly completes the statement.

1.010 The executive officer who acts as a lawyer for the state
government is the

a. secretary of state
b. attorney general
C. governor

1.011 The main duty of the state legislature is to

a. veto bills b. appealcases c¢. passlaws

1.012 The state supreme court settles

a. dppeals b. budgets c. bills

1.013 Another word for state representatives is

a. districts b. officers c. legislators
1.014 Nebraska is the only state that has a legislature.
a. bicameral b. unicameral c. district

%
\J4/

bl

V Teacher Check <
My Score

Initial Date
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