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SECTION ONE: Exploring Geography 

Big Question: How can geographic inquiry and geotechnologies help us ask and 
answer important questions about the world around us? 

• What does Geography have to do with your life? 

• Developing a sense of place: Three Key Questions 

• Four Important Geographic Concepts 

• Aboriginal Peoples and Geographic Thinking 

• Critical Thinking in Geography 

• Geographic Inquiry 

• The Role of Geotechnologies in Geographic Thinking 

SECTION TWO: Interactions with the Physical Environment 

Chapter 1 – Canada’s Population Patterns 
Chapter Question: Where in our vast country do Canadians live – and not live? 

• Oh! Canada? 
• Big Country, Small Population 
• Zoom In: Identifying Canadian Communities Using Census Data 
• People Patterns and Terminology 
• Viewpoints: Does It Matter If Areas Far from Large Cities Lose Population? 
• Reflect and Analyze 

Chapter 2 – Exploring Connections: Landforms, Geology, and Human Activities 
Chapter Question: How do different landforms and geologic processes contribute to 
where and how people live? 

• Why Do Cities Sprawl Over the Best Farmland? 
• Patterns and Processes 
• Landform Processes 
• Zoom In: Drop, Cover, and Hold On!  
• Zoom In: Plate Motion Calculator 
• Rock Cycle 
• Glaciation 
• Landform Patterns 
• Landform Regions of Canada 
• Reflect and Analyze 

Chapter 3 – Exploring Connections: Climate, Soils, and Natural Vegetation and 
Human Activities 
Chapter Question: How do different climate, soil, and natural vegetation regions 
contribute to where and how people live? 



• Climate Change Up Close 
• Climate Processes 
• Zoom In: Reading Climate Graphs 
• Climate Regions of Canada 
• Viewpoints: Which Part of Canada Has the “Nicest” Climate? 
• Why Do We Treat Our Soil Like Dirt? 
• Soil Processes 
• Soil Patterns 
• Zoom In: Tundra and Climate Change 
• Natural Vegetation Processes 
• Vegetation Patterns 
• Reflect and Analyze  

Performance Task: Creating Your Own Multi-Factor Regional Map of Canada 

SECTION THREE: Resources and Industries 

Big Question: How is our future tied to our ability to manage our resources and 
economic activities effectively? 

Chapter 4 – Rethinking How We View and Use Natural Resources 
Chapter Question: Should we rethink how we perceive and use our natural resources? 

• New Cars for New Times 
• What Are Natural Resources? 
• Types of Resources 
• Resources and the 3Rs 
• Zoom In: The Rise of Recycling 
• Viewpoints: Resource Use Then and Now 
• Rethinking Our Use of Resources 
• We Need a Balanced Approach 
• Reflect and Analyze 

Chapter 5 – Managing Renewable Resources Successfully 
Chapter Question: Why must we use our renewable resources in a sustainable way? 

• Rethinking Our Seafood Choices 
• Ensuring Renewable Resources for the Future 
• A Closer Look at Farming 
• Zoom In: The Business of Farming 
• A Closer Look at Forestry 
• Zoom In: Algonquin Park: An Example of Good Forest Management 
• A Closer Look at Fishing 
• Zoom In: What Happened to the East Coast Cod?  
• Reflect and Analyze 

Chapter 6 – Fresh Water–Canada’s Special Resource? 
Chapter Question: Is fresh water our most important resource? 



• Who Decides How We Use Our Water? 
• The Importance of Water 
• Global Water Supply 
• Global Water Demand 
• Canada’s Water Resources 
• Water Issues for Canada’s (and your) Future 
• Viewpoints: What Should We Do About Bulk Water Sales? 
• Reflect and Analyze: 

Chapter 7 – Managing Non-Renewable Resources Successfully 
Chapter Question: What is the most effective way to manage Canada’s non-renewable 
resources? 

• Important…But Always Controversial? 
• A Quick Overview of Non-Renewable Resources 
• Viewpoints: Do We Need to Save Resources for the Future? 
• A Closer Look at Fossil Fuels 
• Zoom In: Should Environmentalists be Fans of Fracking? 
• Zoom In: So What About Renewable Energy? 
• Zoom In: Energy Issues 
• A Closer Look at Mining 
• Zoom In: What Next for the Ring of Fire? 
• NIMBY or Not: Finding a Balance 
• Reflect and Analyze 

Chapter 8 – Prospects for Canadian Manufacturing 
Chapter Question: Can Canada’s manufacturing sector recover from its recent decline? 

• Do You—and Should We—Try to Buy Canadian-made Products? 
• Breaking the Economy Down into Sectors 
• Location Factors for Manufacturing 
• Viewpoints: Should governments give auto companies money? 
• Zoom In: Matching the Location Factors 
• Lost Manufacturing 
• Zoom In: Plant Closings: One Town’s Experience 
• Free Trade and Manufacturing 
• Manufacturing and Canada’s Foreign Trade 
• What is Causing the Manufacturing Decline? Is There a Solution? 
• Reflect and Analyze 

Chapter 9 – The Service Sector and Its Role in the Economy 
Chapter Question: Do we need to be concerned about the quantity and quality of jobs in 
the service sector? 

• Why Does the Service Sector of the Economy Get so Little Attention? 
• Looking at Canada’s Biggest Companies 
• Why You Will Likely Work in the Tertiary Sector 
• It Is All About the Basics (and Non-basics) 



• Zoom In: Service Businesses—All Shapes and Sizes 
• Zoom In: What Happens When a Community’s Basic Jobs Disappear? 
• Viewpoints: Is the Tertiary Sector the Most Important or the Least Important Part 

of the Economy? 
• Reflect and Analyze 

Performance Task: Who Manages Canada’s Resources and Industries? 

SECTION FIVE: Canada’s Changing Population 

Big Question: Why are changes in population patterns over time critically important? 

Chapter 10 – Canada’s Population 
Chapter Question: How is Canada’s population changing, and why does this matter to 
your future? 

• Understanding Canada’s Population Growth 
• On an Average Day … 
• Zoom In: Trends in Canada’s Natural Increase History 
• Immigration: A Canadian Tradition 
• Canada’s Immigration History 
• How to Become an Immigrant 
• Where Immigrants Settle 
• Viewpoints: Does Canada Accept Too Many Immigrants? 
• Internal Migration 
• Dependency Loads and What They Mean for You 
• Reflect and Analyze 

Chapter 11 – Global Population Issues 
Chapter Question: How should Canada respond to global population issues? 

• Can Governments Control Population Growth? Should They? 
• Demographic Change: Problems for Your Future or Opportunities? 
• The Demographic Transition Model 
• Viewpoints: Should Canada Have a One-Child Policy? 
• Global Population and Poverty 
• Canada’s Role in Reducing Global Population Issues 
• Zoom In: Get on the Carousel With Population Issues 
• Reflect and Analyze 

Performance Task: Challenges of a Changing Population 

SECTION SIX: Liveable Communities 

Big Question: What makes a community liveable and sustainable? 



Chapter 12 – Land Use in Our Cities and Towns 
Chapter Question: How do the ways that we use land in our cities and towns relate to 
liveability and long-term sustainability? 

• How Land Use Can Lead to Conflict 
• What Makes a Community Liveable? 
• Balancing Liveability and Sustainability 
• Types of Land Use 
• Viewpoints: Does Living on the 34th Floor Contribute to Sustainability and 

Liveability? 
• Zoom In: Conflicts as a City Evolves 
• Reflect and Analyze 

Chapter 13 –Better Choices Mean Better Communities 
Chapter Question: What choices can we make to create liveable and sustainable 
communities? 

• Building Better Communities: Urban Agriculture 
• How Do We Balance Liveability and Urban Growth? 
• Zoom In: Urban Growth Issues in Canada 
• Selected Urban Issues 
• Viewpoints: Eat Locally vs. Eat Globally 
• How can Communities Be Made More Sustainable? 
• Viewpoints: Is Compact Growth Really Better? 
• How Do We Build More Effective Transportation Systems 
• Zoom In: The Big Move in Southern Ontario 
• Reflect and Analyze 

Chapter 14 – Measuring Sustainability and Liveability 
Chapter Question: How might we be able to tell if we are creating more sustainable, 
liveable communities? 

• Can We Combine a High Quality of Life with Environmental Sustainability? 
• Why Do We Need to Measure Liveability and Sustainability? 
• How Do We Measure Liveability and Sustainability? 
• Viewpoints: Is a Much Smaller Ecological Footprint Part of Canada’s Future? 
• Reflect and Analyze 

Performance Task: Where is the “Best Place to Live” in Canada? 

Culminating Task: Building a Better Canada: Target 2067 

Extras: Skills Tool Kit 
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