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About This Resource

Baobab Trees, Madagascar

This gazetteer is part of the Exploring World 
Geography curriculum published by Notgrass 
History� When a lesson in the curriculum is about a 
particular country, the student will find it helpful to 
have the gazetteer open to that country’s map while 
reading the lesson� Use the table of contents or the 
index to find the correct page number�

In the Assignments box following most of the 
lessons in the curriculum, the student is instructed to 
study the maps and read the information for certain 
countries� The assignment gives the page numbers 
that the student should read� In this way the student 
will learn about every region of the world and every 
country in the world�

We have included population figures for each 
country, including the relative percentages of young 
people (under 25) and older people (over 65)� We 
have also described the government with a short 
phrase that does not capture all of the differences in 
political organization from country to country�

For major religions, we have listed organized 
groups that have members equaling about 5% or 
more of the local population� The number of active 

participants is often significantly lower than the 
number of members or adherents claimed by a certain 
group� Some countries have official state religions, 
which may or may not reflect the sentiments of the 
population�

The last section of the gazetteer is a collection of 
primary source documents and photo essays related 
to geography, literature, and worldview� One lesson 
in each unit in the curriculum assigns a selection for 
the student to read after finishing that lesson� The 
Student Review Book includes questions on many 
(but not all) of the documents, following the review 
questions for that lesson� The parent can assign 
these questions if he or she wishes to do so� Answers 
for these questions are in the Guide for Parents and 
Answer Key�

We hope that this gazetteer will be a resource 
that your family will find useful for years to come�

Ray Notgrass
Gainesboro, Tennessee
December 2020
ray@notgrass.com
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ST. HELENA ISLAND, ASCENSION ISLAND,
AND TRISTAN DA CUNHA 

Above Left: St. Mary’s Anglican Church, Georgetown, 
Ascension Island
Below Left: Gough Island, and a few other tiny islands nearby, 
are grouped politically with Tristan da Cunha. Gough Island 
has a weather station run by South African researchers.

POPULATION
8,000 (27% under 25, 17% over 65)

GOVERNMENT
British territory with local governor and 
legislature

MAJOR RELIGIONS
Christianity (Anglican)

GEOGRAPHY HIGHLIGHT
Ascension Island hosted a NASA 
tracking station.

FUN FACT
Napoleon was exiled on St. Helena from 
1815 until his death in 1821.
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EAST AFRICA
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BURUNDI

Drying Fish Beside Lake Tanganyika

POPULATION
12 million (64% under 25, 3% over 65)

GOVERNMENT
presidential republic

MAJOR RELIGIONS
Christianity (Roman Catholic)

GEOGRAPHY HIGHLIGHT
Burundi is one of the world’s most 
densely populated countries.

FUN FACT
Burundi won its first gold medal in the 
Olympics in 1996.

#

^

BURUNDI

TANZANIA

RWANDA

CONGO DRC
Ruvu

bu

Ka
ge

ra

Ak
ar

em
er

a

M
alagarasi

Lu
vir

on
za

Kihambwe

Nyanbarongo

yiK
Mwogere

Malagarasi

Mount Heha

Kagera

Ruzizi

Bujumbura

Lake Tanganyika

Lake Kivu

0 3 0
M I L E S

57



270

Inauguration Speech
Nelson Mandela (1994)

Nelson Mandela was born in South Africa in 1918. He became an attorney and joined the African National 
Congress to oppose the policy of racial apartheid of the South African government. He was arrested and sent to prison 
several times. In 1964 he was sentenced to life in prison and remained there until 1990, when he was released and 
began working with the government to end apartheid and institute a more democratic society.

In 1990 Mandela and the sitting white South African president F. W. de Klerk jointly won the Nobel Peace Prize. In 
1994 Mandela was elected as the first democratically elected president and the first black president of South Africa. 
He gave this speech at his inauguration as president of South Africa in Pretoria on May 10, 1994. He served one 
five-year term and retired in 1999. Mandela died in 2013.

Your Majesties
Your Royal Highnesses
Distinguished Guests
Comrades and Friends
Today, all of us do, by our presence here, and by 

our celebrations in other parts of our country and 
the world, confer glory and hope to newborn liberty.

Out of the experience of an extraordinary human 
disaster that lasted too long, must be born a society 
of which all humanity will be proud.

Our daily deeds as ordinary South Africans must 
produce an actual South African reality that will 
reinforce humanity’s belief in justice, strengthen its 
confidence in the nobility of the human soul, and 
sustain all our hopes for a glorious life for all.

All this we owe both to ourselves and to the 
peoples of the world who are so well represented 
here today.

To my compatriots, I have no hesitation in 
saying that each one of us is as intimately attached 
to the soil of this beautiful country as are the famous 
jacaranda trees of Pretoria and the mimosa trees of 
the bushveld.

Nelson Mandela (1994)
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Each time one of us touches the soil of this land, we feel a sense of personal renewal. The national mood 
changes as the seasons change.

We are moved by a sense of joy and exhilaration when the grass turns green and the flowers bloom.
That spiritual and physical oneness we all share with this common homeland explains the depth of the 

pain we all carried in our hearts as we saw our country tear itself apart in a terrible conflict, and as we saw it 
spurned, outlawed and isolated by the peoples of the world, precisely because it had become the universal base 
of the pernicious ideology and practice of racism and racial oppression.

We, the people of South Africa, feel fulfilled that humanity has taken us back into its bosom, that we, who 
were outlaws not so long ago, have today been given the rare privilege to be host to the nations of the world 
on our own soil.

We thank all our distinguished international guests for having come to take possession with the people of 
our country of what is, after all, a common victory for justice, for peace, for human dignity.

We trust that you will continue to stand by us as we tackle the challenges of building peace, prosperity, 
non-sexism, non-racialism, and democracy.

We deeply appreciate the role that the masses of our people and their political mass democratic, religious, 
women, youth, business, traditional and other leaders have played to bring about this conclusion. Not least 
amongst them is my Second Deputy President, the Honourable F.W. de Klerk.

We would also like to pay tribute to our security forces, in all their ranks, for the distinguished role they 
have played in securing our first democratic elections and the transition to democracy, from blood-thirsty 
forces which still refuse to see the light.

The time for the healing of the wounds has come.
The moment to bridge the chasms that divide us has come.
The time to build is upon us.
We have, at last, achieved our political emancipation. We pledge ourselves to liberate all our people from 

the continuing bondage of poverty, deprivation, suffering, gender and other discrimination.
We succeeded to take our last steps to freedom in conditions of relative peace. We commit ourselves to the 

construction of a complete, just and lasting peace.
We have triumphed in the effort to implant hope in the breasts of the millions of our people. We enter 

into a covenant that we shall build the society in which all South Africans, both black and white, will be able 
to walk tall, without any fear in their hearts, assured of their inalienable right to human dignity - a rainbow 
nation at peace with itself and the world.

As a token of its commitment to the renewal of our country, the new Interim Government of National 
Unity will, as a matter of urgency, address the issue of amnesty for various categories of our people who are 
currently serving terms of imprisonment.

We dedicate this day to all the heroes and heroines in this country and the rest of the world who sacrificed 
in many ways and surrendered their lives so that we could be free.

Their dreams have become reality. Freedom is their reward.
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We are both humbled and elevated by the honour and privilege that you, the people of South Africa, have 
bestowed on us, as the first President of a united, democratic, non-racial and non-sexist South Africa to lead 
our country out of the valley of darkness.

We understand it still that there is no easy road to freedom.
We know it well that none of us acting alone can achieve success.
We must therefore act together as a united people, for national reconciliation, for nation building, for the 

birth of a new world.
Let there be justice for all.
Let there be peace for all.
Let there be work, bread, water and salt for all.
Let each know that for each the body, the mind and the soul have been freed to fulfil themselves.
Never, never and never again shall it be that this beautiful land will again experience the oppression of one 

by another and suffer the indignity of being the skunk of the world.
The sun shall never set on so glorious a human achievement!
Let freedom reign.
God bless Africa!
I thank you.

Johannesburg, South Africa (2014)
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My Duty to Serve
David Tucker (2020)

David Tucker enlisted in the United States Army during the Vietnam War. This transcript is from a video interview 
with him. Visit notgrass.com/ewglinks to watch the interview with Tucker and others from Jackson County, Tennessee.

I would not take anything for the time that I spent in the military. I thought it was—I still think today—
that it’s an attitude that you want to serve. I felt kind of an obligation to my country.

My experience with the military: I was going to school in Nashville after I graduated from Jackson County 
High School in 1965. My grades weren’t too good. I wasn’t applying myself like I should. At that time we had 
a draft system and Selective Service Board here in Gainesboro. The director was Miss Sarah Forkum.

She informed me that I was going to get drafted pretty soon if my grades didn’t come up. So I decided to 
join the Army. I went to Fort Campbell, Kentucky, for basic training October 30, 1966.

I went through basic training at Fort Campbell. Then I went to Fort Bliss, Texas, which is in El Paso for 
some AIT (Advanced Individual Training is what that was called). From El Paso, Texas, after I finished my 
training there, I was scheduled to go to Fairbanks, Alaska, for an eighteen-months to two-year tour.

We were waiting to go, had our overcoats on waiting to board the plane to go to Alaska, me and four other 
people. They came right at the last minute as we were ready to go to Alaska and said we had a change of plans: 
“You’re going to Okinawa.”

I stayed in Okinawa for almost three months. It was supposed to be an 18-month tour in Okinawa. One 
day the first sergeant came in and told me, he said, “You’re going back to the States.”

I said, “Well, I basically just got here first, First Sergeant.”
He said, “You’re going to Officer Candidate School.”

I was one of the platoon leaders in basic training. That 
was kind of one of the prerequisites then that if they found 
anybody with any kind of leadership potential, they would 
try to get him into Officer Candidate School. And that’s 
what happened.

I came back and went through Officer Candidate School 
at Fort Gordon, Georgia. I went from enlisted man to second 
lieutenant. I graduated from Officer Candidate School on 
the 2nd of November of ‘67. Then after I graduated, I stayed 
about eight months there at Fort Gordon.

From there I got orders to go to Vietnam, and I stayed 
there for a year and two days. I was attached to the 9th 
Infantry Division, which was down in the south of Vietnam, 
mostly in the rice paddies. There wasn’t a lot of jungle down 

U.S. Soldiers in Rice Paddies in Vietnam
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in that part of the country. The jungle was up north 
and rice paddies and things like that we’re basically 
what was in where I was located.

I came back to the states and was company 
commander there back at Fort Gordon for a year. 
Then I got out of service on the 2nd of November 
of 1970. I’ve encouraged a lot of children over the 
years to go into the military because I don’t think 
college is for everyone. We need people that can fix 
air conditioners and refrigerators and can weld.

We’ve had several people that have given their life for this country here from Jackson County. In the 
Vietnam War especially, a good friend of mine, he was in the class ahead of me in high school, Charles 
Holland, who the library’s named after. I talked with 
him a few days before he left for Vietnam and he 
told me, he said, “I don’t believe I’ll be back.” That 
I always struck me. I said, “Well, you’ll be back. 
Things will work out.” He wasn’t there a few weeks, 
and he was gone.

Another friend of mine was in the class behind 
me—Ben Stone, who the bridge is named after over 
here—another one that gave his life for our country. 
I think you have to look at it as an obligation, as 
being an American. Part of the mission to try to do 
the right thing in a world situation, not just talking 
about here in Jackson County, but for everyone.

Public Library, Gainesboro, Tennessee

Bridge, Gainesboro, Tennessee
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Treaty of Waitangi
(1840)

British explorer Sir James Cook landed on the islands of New Zealand in 1769. Within minutes, there was bloodshed. 
As has often happened when a conquering people claimed a land that was already inhabited, over the next several 
years the number of British settlers grew while the number of Maori on the islands declined. This happened primarily 
because the Maori fell victim to European diseases, but conflict with the British and other European settlers did 
occasionally take place.

In 1840 the British government moved to resolve the yet unresolved issue of who held sovereignty over the islands. 
The Treaty of Waitangi established British sovereignty over the islands. At the same time, the British recognized 
Maori ownership of the land they already possessed and guaranteed British protection for the Maori. The treaty was 
presented in the respective languages of the people involved. This is the English version.

HER MAJESTY VICTORIA Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland regarding 
with Her Royal Favor the Native Chiefs and Tribes of New Zealand and anxious to protect their just Rights 
and Property and to secure to them the enjoyment of Peace and Good Order has deemed it necessary in 
consequence of the great number of Her Majesty’s Subjects who have already settled in New Zealand and 
the rapid extension of Emigration both from Europe and Australia which is still in progress to constitute and 
appoint a functionary properly authorised to treat with the Aborigines of New Zealand for the recognition of 
Her Majesty’s Sovereign authority over the whole or any part of those islands – Her Majesty therefore being 
desirous to establish a settled form of Civil Government with a view to avert the evil consequences which 
must result from the absence of the necessary Laws and Institutions alike to the native population and to Her 
subjects has been graciously pleased to empower and to authorise me, William Hobson, a Captain in Her 
Majesty’s Royal Navy, Consul and Lieutenant-Governor of such parts of New Zealand as may be or hereafter 
shall be ceded to her Majesty, to invite the confederated and independent Chiefs of New Zealand to concur in 
the following Articles and Conditions.

Article the first
The Chiefs of the Confederation of the United Tribes of New Zealand and the separate and independent 

Chiefs who have not become members of the Confederation cede to Her Majesty the Queen of England 
absolutely and without reservation all the rights and powers of Sovereignty which the said Confederation 
or Individual Chiefs respectively exercise or possess, or may be supposed to exercise or to possess over their 
respective Territories as the sole sovereigns thereof.

Article the second
Her Majesty the Queen of England confirms and guarantees to the Chiefs and Tribes of New Zealand and 

to the respective families and individuals thereof the full exclusive and undisturbed possession of their Lands 
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and Estates, Forests, Fisheries, and other properties which they may collectively or individually possess so long 
as it is their wish and desire to retain the same in their possession; but the Chiefs of the United Tribes and the 
individual Chiefs yield to Her Majesty the exclusive right of Preemption over such lands as the proprietors 
thereof may be disposed to alienate at such prices as may be agreed upon between the respective Proprietors 
and persons appointed by Her Majesty to treat with them in that behalf.

Article the third
In consideration thereof Her Majesty the Queen of England extends to the Natives of New Zealand Her 

royal protection and imparts to them all the Rights and Privileges of British Subjects.
(signed) William Hobson, Lieutenant-Governor.

Now therefore We the Chiefs of the Confederation of the United Tribes of New Zealand being assembled 
in Congress at Victoria in Waitangi and We the Separate and Independent Chiefs of New Zealand claiming 
authority over the Tribes and Territories which are specified after our respective names, having been made 
fully to understand the Provisions of the foregoing Treaty, accept and enter into the same in the full spirit 
and meaning thereof in witness of which we have attached our signatures or marks at the places and the dates 
respectively specified. Done at Waitangi this Sixth day of February in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and forty.

About 40 Maori chiefs signed the treaty on February 6, 1840. The British made copies of the treaty which were sent 
around New Zealand to be signed by other Maori chiefs. About 500 Maori signed by the end of the year, but other 
leaders refused. Here is a copy of the treaty in te reo Maori language with signatures.




