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Map Symbols

Symbol: a drawing, letter or figure that represents a feature or idea. Sometimes symbols look
like the features they represent. Many do not look at all like the feature represented. Symbols are
found in map legends and they help us find locations on maps.

Record the meanings below on the lines beside each map symbol.

provincial or territorial border

highway numbers

bridge
seasonal river
lake

swamp

major port

National Capital provincial or territorial capital

international boundary city or town

roads
river

canal

dry lake

ocean

mountains
mountain pass
railroad/railway

major airport

The symbols below are ones frequently seen on most maps. Neatly label each one.

o M

9. )(

10. N\——
/7~ N\
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Using a Legend on a Political Map of Canada

Legend: the part of a map that explains what the symbols on the map mean (also called a Key).

Find the Hidden Word!

Read the following clues. Use the Legend/Key and a political map of Canada to fill in the spaces.
Copy the circled letters into the spaces at the bottom to solve the mystery.

Clues:
. capital city of Canada
. mainland and island @

. Fredericton is its capital @ ________

1
2
3
4. capital of NWT O
5. capital cityonanisland __ Q_ —
6
7
8
9

. The mystery word is

. Circle the words or phrases that tell about this province:

east of British Columbia west of British Columbia south of Northwest Territories

West of Quebec Edmonton is its capital produces oil
foothills

many farms maritime province badlands

10. Draw symbols that could be used on a map of Alberta for the following:

mountains oil farming
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Borders and Boundaries

Border: often called political border, the official line separating two countries or p
territories

rovinces or

National Border: the official line separating two countries, one country on each side of the line,

marking the limits of each country
Boundary: a line marking the limits of an area, often follows the path of the politi

itical border, the

official line separating two countries or provinces or territories, but is often a natural boundary,
e.g. the Great Lakes form part of the boundary between Canada and the United States

Legend:
National
oo %% Border | —————
Provincial
Arctic Ocean and
7\ ) Territorial  [——————
ST Border
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/s 4 ;
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o \° { @ I‘ 4 . € Prince
Victoria e~ :l R ! Ontario Edward
\".\\ { Regina t \ \‘ i 'Island
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Fredericton
Ottav*va New
=3, Brunswick .
Tmmo Atlantic
Ocean
1. Use a purple crayon to trace the national border between Canada and the United States.
2. Use a red crayon to trace the border running through the Great Lakes.
3. Use a green crayon to trace the provincial and territorial borders.
States?

4. Which five areas in Canada do not share any of their border with the United

5. Which two provinces do not have any water as a border or boundary?

6. What is the name of Canada’s nearest neighbour?

7. What American state is west of the Yukon?
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Finding Canadian Cities — Using Symbols
A capital city is the city where the main government offices are found.

Beside each of these Canadian cities, draw the correct symbol *or O

___ Ottawa ___Vancouver ____Montreal
___ Charlottetown ____Toronto __ Churchill

__lqaluit ____Whitehorse ____Halifax

Use a map of Canada to complete the chart with the names of capital cities.

Province Capital City (Provincial)
British Columbia

Alberta

Saskatchewan

Manitoba

Ontario

Quebec

New Brunswick

Nova Scotia

Prince Edward Island
Newfoundland and Labrador

Territory Capital City

Yukon

Northwest Territories

Nunavut

Federal Capital City

Ottawa is Canada’s capital city. It is called the federal capital. The main Canadian government
offices are found here. The Prime Minister lives in Ottawa.

1. Who is Canada’s Prime Minister?

2. Where does he/she live?

3. How many people live in Ottawa?

4. Find Ottawa on a map of Canada.
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